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THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF MILLTHORPE. 
By Old Chum. 
 
Taken from the “Leader” Orange paper dates 15, 16, 20, 22, 24, 26, 27, 28 Feb and 2 March 
1912. The article below is how it was written for the paper so grammer and layout has been 
left. Copied and compiled by Hayley Lavers March 2013. Any ideas on the writer “Old 
Chum” please let us know. 
 
In response to your solicitation, Mr. Editor, to supply some particulars of the early history of 
our town and district, "Old Chum" has to confess that he has found the task more 
troublesome than he anticipated, and for want of time will not be so complete as he would 
desire. It is difficult to call to memory (upon which he has to rely) incidents of interest that 
occurred in the long, long ago. 
 
His compeers of those days have, with but few exceptions, passed away, so that he has not 
anyone available to whom he may appeal to refresh his memory. From later periods in 
Millthorpe's history he hoped to get assistance from old minute books he had by him, but on 
turning them up he is disappointed to" find that they have been so abbreviated, sufficient, 
perhaps, for the moment, when the business is fresh on the mind, but after a lapse of years it 
is not intelligible. He therefore feels that this history will be imperfect, and probably 
uninteresting to many of your readers, but if pleasure in perusal be afforded to the old chum 
portion of the community, that will be his reward. "Old Chum" asks the favour that, should 
any errors or omissions of any consequence be detected, that you will permit his attention 
being drawn to such through the columns of the "Leader." 
 
Memory takes "Old Chum" back over those eventful years to 1850, when, quite a lad, he used 
to ride over the delightful country now known as Millthorpe, but in those days, as the Forest. 
By this name the whole stretch of country between Pretty Plains and Flyer's Creek was 
called. At that time "old Chum" used to accompany his uncle on visits to Grove Farm from 
Cornish Settlement (now Byng). The only residence between these points was Mr. Simon 
Bulger's, of Pretty Plains, since purchased by Mr. John Townsend. This was a beeline from 
Byng, and not a fence was met with in that distance till Grove Farm was reached. The old 
house, latterly called the "Grove," was a palatial building in that lonely part, and where 
hospitality was unbounded. Any white man was a welcome guest, to break the monotony of 
solitude, and to glean some news of the outside world. Indeed, so isolated wore these parts 
that frequently intending visitors to Grove Farm from Cornish Settlement, after riding all day 
would return in the evening unable to find it. By the way, in those days Cornish Settlement 
was the hub of the western districts. With such a congregation of friends, mostly relatives, 
from the old land, as the large family of Toms at Springfield, The Glassons at Bookanon, the 
Lanes at Willow Cottage and. Carrangara, the Hawkes of Pendarves 
the Pearces and Grays of Whitnev Green, proclaimed the settlement an important social and 
commercial settlement. This old estate was a Crown grant to the late Mr. Charles Booth, 
about the year 1838 at something like 5/ per acre, and was the first freehold held in the 
district. The estate was considerably added to in after years by the late Mr. Bray who married 
Mr. Booth's widow It is said that some thrilling and lively times with the blacks were 
experienced by Mr. Booth, when he took up his residence. It was he of whom it was said, that 
he feared neither man nor devil. 
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Old Chum" distinctly remembers these nomadic blacks, who went about in tribes of about 
100, men, women, and children. They would form a camp for a few days, but when the 
supply of o’possums became exhausted within a reasonable distance, a move would be made 
to a fresh hunting ground. He remembered too, how with boyish curiosity, he would watch 
the blacks after their return from hunting, and having roasted the o’possum, or other game, 
with relish the repast would be enjoyed, and he would be tempted to join them. If not dished 
up in the modern style with a name on the menu which no one can understand, it would be far 
more wholesome—for these people never suffered from dyspepsia. After having eaten to his 
full contentment, black fellow starts humming “Budgeree Willie 0" (meaning the o’possum), 
and drops off in a quiet sleep—his troubles concerning the falling price of potatoes and chaff, 
of the fourth of the month. 
 
It was usual at meal time for the gins, or lubras, with the piccaninnies to seat themselves on 
the ground behind the blackfellows, and with a grunt the joint of the o'possum would be 
tossed over the shoulder to them. "Old Chum" has a pleasant recollection of the blacks who 
were becoming more civilised in his day, and if they could be induced to leave the tribe, 
proved good shepherds and good horsemen. He thinks of one of them on a station on the 
Lachlan River, who would be at his command by day or night, and who would risk his life for 
his young master. He thinks, too, with pain, that his faithful Charlie became victim to that 
demon, drink, who, with so many of his race, it has wiped out. 
 
But to return to the subject after this digression, let me say, that the district around Millthorpe 
was used for grazing purposes, mostly by sheep, but considerable numbers of cattle and 
horses were also depastured. The latter were very wild. It was "Old Chum's" delight to chase 
and yard 'these wild animals. He would watch with boyish glee the breaking to saddle of 
these 6 and 7 year old colts. The only way they could be mounted was by being firmly held 
by a man on a quiet horse, the buckjump rider seated behind him, and at a favourable chance 
he would leap into the saddle. Then the fun commenced, the colt's head between his fore legs, 
rearing, plunging, squealing and kicking, until exhausted he would 'cave in,' but only to have 
the process repeated on the following day. The native dingo were very numerous, and the 
mournful howling in the distance would make night hideous. The unfortunate sheep that 
strayed from the flock, or was not properly guarded paid the penalty by being eaten before 
morning. 
 
To the sportsman, the district offered some attraction. Wild ducks were plentiful in Brown's 
Creek, and also in the lagoons to the west, some of which have since either been drained or 
dried up. A favorite resort of the duck was at Corse's lagoon, near Mr. Jno. Frape's residence, 
but the open nature of the ground made it difficult to get within shot range. Wild turkey, fat 
and plump, would occasionally be bagged. The emu, at certain times of the year, might be 
seen majestically marching about, but very shy. 
 
Later on the name of the ''Forest" was dropped for the more distinctive name of Cross Roads, 
because at this point the road (a mere track) from Bathurst to Grove Farm, also to Mr. S. 
Rodd's, Springfield, and Mr. Ed. Murray's, each of Flyer's Creek, crossed the road from 
Orange, then Blackman's Swamp, to Blayney, then King's Plains. It may be interesting to 
note that the roads at this corner are in the original position as when first travelled as a mere 
track. 
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Previous to the passing of Sir John Robertson's Land Act, "Free selection before survey," 
with the exception of small patches of cultivation, the country was used, as before stated, for 
grazing purposes, and stock roamed at their own sweet will for miles without obstruction. 
 
But with the advent of Sir John's Free Selection Act, with all its faults, a great change came 
over the district. The land was rapidly taken up in small holdings, by a class of settlers who 
would be a credit to any country, and who would ensure progress and prosperity to any 
district. Men who were not only able, but willing to work, and did not win their comfortable 
homes by eight hours a day's work, but multiplied by two, and men of moral worth and 
integrity of character. The names of these original settlers come rapidly to one's mind: Messrs 
G. and C. Kingham, J. and H. Richards, Thos. Oates, Geo. Goode, C. Crowson, S. Eve, B. 
Osborne, J. Evans, W. Willis, W. Warburton, G. Richards, H Sams, C. Smith, Joshua Whiley, 
S. Dyer, W. Hooper, Jno. Kelly, G. Gavin, C. Lang, J. Hawkins, W. Unwin, R. Gilchrist, W. 
Bentley, P. Foley, G. Same, and J. Dempsey. 
 
These were original selectors, most of whom have passed away. Then came an equally good 
class of selectors, who secured their holdings by private purchase: Messrs H. G. Evans, 
Whitmee Bros., Jno. Frape, W. James, J. Noonan, W. Ezzy, A. Favell, and others. 
 
The wives of these old selectors must not be forgotten, fine, industrious women, excellent 
housekeepers, who took no small part in assisting their husbands to build up the future home. 
"Old Chum" offers his grateful acknowledgement to the memory of those who have long 
gone homo, and to those still living, for in those days gone by he enjoyed their hospitality 
many a time, of either a four o'clock and a good square meal. 
 
These old settlers, many of whom have passed away, have left members of the different 
families to fill their places and who are worthily maintaining the good example set them. 
With the arrival of these sons of the toil, who had come from the old land to make homes, for 
themselves in the "Greater Britain in the Southern Seas," and who had wisely, on arrival in 
the colony, first secured employment with the pioneer settlers, to get initiated into the ways 
of the new world before embarking as land holders themselves, the district began to develope 
and bud into importance. 
 
On the approach of these new-comers the old grazier pioneers were limited to their freeholds, 
and had to recede from the land held at £2 per section of 640 acres, to permit of its use for 
more profitable purposes. 
 
These old pioneers were men of Stirling worth, courageous and enterprising. 
 
Following upon the increasing numbers of selectors, the social, educational and religious side 
of life began to receive attention. A commencement was made in this direction by the 
erection of a building on the opposite of the road from the late Mr.Webb's residence, and to 
which a residence was attached. This was used by the Church of England for holding services 
on the Sabbath, a denominational school during the week, and for holding public meetings. 
This was the first church erected in Millthorpe, and stands to the credit of that denomination. 
A Mr. Simpson, with his wife, had charge of the school for some time, but it got beyond him, 
and upon his removal the school was vested in the old National School Council. It was under 
this Council that the late Mr. Webb was appointed teacher and at once took up his residence 
and duties. The first to form the local school board were T. S. Pearce (chairman) H. G. Evans, 
secretary, Geo. Kingham, C. Kingham, G. Goode, and C. Crowson. Some short time before 
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this the name of Cross Roads was changed to Spring Grove, but at whose suggestion "Old 
Chum" forgets. 
 
At this period the nearest post office was at Guyong, where the mail was dropped by Cobb 
and Co.'s daily coach from Bathurst to Orange. The late Mr. Rowe was post master, a fine, 
scholarly old gentleman, who, with his son, kept a general store, which, like the post office, 
was the nearest to Spring Grove. What would our enterprising townsmen say now to a 
journey to Guyong to get the post? This is one of the inconveniences pioneer settlers 
experienced, and which is hard to realise under the present conditions. 
 
The absence of a post office was keenly felt, and a move was made to secure one. After 
considerable correspondence and delay the following letter was received by Mr. H. L. 
Nelson, M.L.A. for tile district, from the postal department •.—"General Post Office, Sydney, 
20th April, 1874. Sir — Adverting to my letter dated the 14th January last, on the subject of 
the proposed post office at Spring Grove, I am directed to inform you that the mail contractor 
between Lucknow and Forest Reefs has intimated his willingness to travel via Spring Grove 
for the additional sum of £20 per annum. By the adoption of this course probably a post 
office would not be required at Spring Grove, as a private bag, containing correspondence 
addressed to the locality could be made up at the nearest post office and left by the mailman 
at some place indicated by the residents. I am to request that you will be so good as to state 
for the Information of the Post Master General whether you think the plan above mentioned 
will meet the requirements of the residents of Spring Grove.—I have, etc.,J. W. Lambton, 
Secretary. 
 
Needless to say, this proposal was promptly turned down by the leaders of the movement, 
Mr. Nelson was informed to that effect, and he was urged to accept nothing but a post office. 
Much to the delight of those concerned a letter was received from Mr. Nelson, dated June 
15th, 1874, to say: "There with enclose a letter from the General Post Office, by which you 
will see that a post office will be established on the 1st July at Spring Grove, and Mr. Webb 
will be appointed post master." Mr. Webb also got the contract of supplying mails to and 
from Guyong three times a week. From this date Spring Grove, for the first time, became a 
recognised postal village. Provision was made by adding a small room to Mr. Webb's 
residence to serve as a post office. 
 
With the increasing population it was found that the old school building was not sufficiently 
large to accommodate the children, and the residence portion was also cramped for Mr. 
Webb's family. A proposal was then set on foot to secure the site upon which the present 
school stands, and which was Crown land, embracing an area between the Guyong road and 
the cemetery. This was granted for school purposes. It may be mentioned that the people who 
now enjoy the recreation ground (and which, by the way, might receive more attention along 
the lines of beautifying it) have to thank the movers in this matter, for it would have been 
probably snapped up for some other purpose had it not been thus wisely secured. The erection 
of the school and teacher's residence followed, which was a set-off to the corner, although not 
so tastefully designed as the local board desired, but it was a case of accepting what was 
given and be thankful. It may be of interest to know that this was the first school in the State 
for which the Government, paid the whole cost of erection. Previous to this, residents of 
localities, who wanted a school, had to contribute a portion of the cost of erection 
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With Mr. Webb's removal to take charge of the new school premises, a small office was put 
up there, and Mr. Webb continued to hold the position of post master for some years. 
Eventually the post office was taken to the railway station, but with the growing importance 
of the town, it was established in the position it now occupies. It is due to the memory of the 
late Mr. Webb that a tribute be paid to the willing, and able assistance he so largely gave to 
any movement having for its object the advancement of the locality. He had a large heart, full 
or kindness, always pleased to do good turns for anyone. After discharging school duties 
during the day, he would be seen, like an angel of mercy, visiting the homes of sick ones, 
principally juveniles. and so great was the confidence in him that many a mother has said she 
would rather have Mr. Webb visit her sick child than a doctor. Mrs. Webb worthily stood by 
and assisted her husband in these matters. Millthorpe of old has much to thank the Webb 
family for, much of which is forgotten, and much not known by its present residents. Indeed, 
if a monument were erected over his grave it would be but a slight recognition of what he has 
done for Millthorpe and the people. 
 
In the year 1873 an important question arose as to the route of the extension of railway from 
Bathurst to Orange. The people of Orange did not take any interest in this matter, as their 
town was the objective, and which would, in any ease, have the railway. It was places 
between these points, where feelings and interest were excited. The people on the eastern side 
of the railway strongly advocated that the line should take the course of the great western 
road far as practicable. Others advocated an intermediate course, along Rodd's new line of 
roads, while another section of the community pleaded for the extension to the west to go via 
Blayney and Spring Grove. A warm correspondence took place in the Orange papers over the 
.matter. Mr. Geo. Hawke, senr., of Pendarvis, Byng, and Capt. White, of Carrangara, Byng, 
advocated the first named route, and "Old Chum," over the pen name of "Looker-On," took 
the side of Blayney, via Spring Grove to Orange. In the early part of 1874 it was finally 
decided by the Government that the Blayney-Spring Grove line would be adopted. 
 
The next public building, following the erection of the public school was the Good Templars' 
Hall. Previous to this a successful I.O. of Good Templars' Lodge had been formed and named 
the Wilberforce. It was found to be inconvenient not having a place for the lodge to meet, and 
it was decided to build a hall. A prominent member of the lodge, Mr. Sherlock, who was a 
builder, contributed largely in cash and labor to its erection, and with others, particularly the 
Messrs Ezzy and Webb, brought it to a successful completion. This hall did service for some 
years for public meetings and social gatherings, and later was considerably enlarged. The old 
hall was the trysting place for many a political, as well as local encounter. In those days 
Spring Grove was a warm temperance centre. "Old Chum" hopes it is not degenerating in this 
respect, but when he sees no less than four hotels in full swing in the township, he has his 
''doots" about it, but perhaps these are needed for the accommodation of the travelling public. 
May it be so. 
 
Having secured the adoption of the railway route through Spring Grove the next step was to 
have a station erected there, for which it was discovered no provision had been made by the 
railway authorities, and strange as this may appear, it proved to be a hard fight. The railway 
officials were obdurate, and would not listen to appeals as to the prolific district, its being a 
natural centre, or prospective development. The replies received over and over again were 
that the surroundings of the place did not warrant the putting up or a station, and residents 
would have to take their produce to Spring Hill. Just fancy! Could such a state of affairs be 
imagined by a Spring Grovite? But the people had the courage of their belief, that a great 
future was before Spring Grove, and entered upon a persist agitation for a station of their 
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own. Mr. T. S. Pearce, with others, particularly our townsman, Mr. George Kingham, took an 
active part in the crusade willingly giving their time and money to secure what they believed 
the place to be entitled to. Mr. Pearce made several trips to Bathurst to interview railway 
officials there, but to no purpose. On one of these occasions he was told that Mr. Wade, 
engineer for the line, would be inspecting the work on a given date, and if desired the matter 
of the proposed maybe further put before him then. This was availed of, and Mr. Pearce and 
Mr. Kingham proceeded by arrangement to meet Mr. Wade in the cutting, where the old 
station was afterwards put, but on arrival, they found that Mr. Wade had passed up the line. 
Nothing daunted, they pursued him, and he was overtaken before Spring Hill was reached. 
The object of the interview was stated, but he could not holdout any hope of the request being 
granted, the same old reason being given, that the place did not warrant a station, but a siding 
might be granted near Mr. C. Smith's residence and that was all that could be expected. They 
parted with Mr. Wade, feeling discouraged, and retraced their steps along the line. But these 
veterans of progress were not to be so easily shunted, and upon discussing the position, it was 
decided to get up a petition, and a statement, showing the area of land held by each 
landholder, with the quantity of crop produced, that would be dispatched from this point. 
Accordingly a petition was drawn up, lists got out as to quantity of crops produced, and 
copies taken round for signatures. The petition was signed by 272 persons, and the result of 
the statement of produce grown in the year 1874 by 121 farmers was shown to be over 60,000 
bushels of wheat. "Old Chum" wishes to remark here that in looking over the produce returns 
the quantity of hay and potatoes was practically nil. Evidently only sufficient for home 
consumption was grown in that year. But with the advent of the railway, hay and potatoes 
have become the principal exports, from Millthorpe, giving substantial returns to the farmer 
and also to the middle man. 
 
The moral of this is push the railways ahead and develop the State. The documents referred to 
were forwarded to Mr. Nelson M.L.A. (member for the district) in 1874, and were backed up 
by continuous correspondence and interviews. 
 
The acknowledgements of the receipt of the petition was received by Mr. Nelson from Mr. C. 
A. Goodchap, commissioner for railways on the 16th June in the same year, stating that the 
petition had been forwarded to the Engineer-in-Chief for report. After nearly two years 
battling a letter was received from Mr. John Rae, who succeeded Mr. Goodchap as 
Commissioner, dated March 13th, 1876, to say that a siding would laid in for the time, until it 
was ascertained if the traffic would justify the expense of erecting a station. But as time went 
on, it seemed to have suddenly dawned upon the authorities that after all the place might be 
of more importance than had been attached to it, and a small station was granted. This, the 
genial, but tantalising, station master at Spring Hill, Mr. Fred. Richardson, named the 'Dead 
Horse 'Platform.' The name arose through a Chinaman's horse being killed at Spring Grove 
about this time, and advantage was taken of the incident to make fun of Spring Grove. But 
with such bad grace was the station granted, that apparently through downright "cussedness" 
it was placed (as will be remembered) in a most dangerous and inconvenient position, just at 
a point on the Sydney side where the line broke sharply off at a grade of one in forty, this 
necessitating putting full steam on to get up the incline, with a sudden pull up when the top 
was reached; and, further, a train approaching on the Orange side could not be seen before its 
arrival at the platform. Residents, however, accepted the situation, feeling thankful for small 
favors, and waiting with confidence future developments. It maybe noted that Mr. Cavanagh 
was the first station master, and Mr. O'Rourk first porter. Each of them were obliging and 
capable officers. 
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With the growing increase in business so intolerable and inconvenient was the station in this 
position that in June, 1884, public meetings were held to advocate the necessity of a new 
station, and at a more convenient position. This agitation, after a lot of correspondence as to 
which side of the line the new building was to be placed, residents favoring the site where it 
now stands, while the Department, for uniformity, desired it to be placed on the opposite side, 
but this was graciously waived. The power and determinedness of the Spring Groveites was 
evidently being recognised by the officials. Then followed the erection of the new station, 
and at last Spring Grove could boast of a creditable building in a position more in accordance 
with common sense, and the views and convenience of the public. The traffic increased by 
leaps and bounds, and enlarged accommodation had to be provided for the goods yard, shed, 
and offices, and the leaders of the movement enjoyed twitting the railway officials as to the 
traffic justifying the erection of a station. 
 
It will be remembered that years ago, before road superintendents were appointed, grants of 
money were made to local trustees, appointed by the Government, to expend on improving 
roads, to which they were to give supervision. Grants were applied for to improve roads 
around "Millthorpe, and Messrs T. E. Pearce, Geo. Kingham and J. Frape were appointed 
trustees to see that the money was judiciously and honestly expended. After occupying the 
position for two years, it was found that the work occupied too much of their time and the 
work was taken over by the Road Superintendent who had recently been appointed at Orange. 
It may be mentioned that the trustees were "cute” enough to see that good roads were an 
important factor in advancing the locality, and so they expended the money, as much as 
possible, on improving the main roads leading to Millthorpe; this created traffic and business 
followed. 
 
A union of Spring Hill and Spring Grove farmers was started in 1879. The first officers were: 
T. S. Pearce, president, T. C. Worboys and T. Goodman, vice-presidents, E. Wass treasurer, 
H.D, Melhuish, sec., C. Crowson, financial sec. 
 
This organisation proved to be popular and influential, and was the means of materially 
advancing the district. Its objects generally were to promote agriculture, and protect, and 
advance the interests of the farmers. Of the twelve planks of the platform decided upon the 
union continued to exist to see each of them, with others of equal importance carried into 
effect. Monthly meetings were held at which questions of improved methods of cultivation — 
the results of the introduction of new seeds — and topical matters of the day connected with 
agriculture were discussed. Considerable interest was manifested locally and in the 
surrounding district in the movement. 
 
Under its auspices successful ploughing matches were held at Huntley and at Orange, and 
later a banquet was given by the union, at the conclusion of the matches, which was attended 
by members for the district and prominent citizens. 
 
It was through the union that in this district the great event in the history of agriculture in the 
State took place. It was brought about in the following manner:— 
 
During the International Exhibition held in Sydney In 1879, among a number of other 
exhibits from abroad were some threshing machines, with their engines, from leading 
manufacturing firms in England and America. The Exhibition Council found these machines 
difficult to satisfactorily judge without a practical test. Messrs Worboys, Goodman and 
Pearce, who were visiting the exhibition, heard of this, and it occurred to them to suggest to 
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the Council that the machines and engines be sent into the country where a practical trial 
could be given. The proposition was warmly approved of, and after consulting the exhibitors, 
arrangements were made with the Railway Department to convey the machines to Spring 
Hill. Fortunately Mr. Worboys had a yard full of stacks in the sheaf, and he consented to 
allow the trial to take place there. To Mr. and Mrs. Worboys credit must be given for having 
opened their home to the public for a week while these trials were in process. Judges and 
committees were appointed to  strictly watch and supervise proceedings, each machine being 
allowed a time limit, and everything was carried out in order. The machine exhibitor from 
Yankee land was much puzzled in dealing with the wild oats, which choked the sieves of his 
machine, and for which he was not prepared. He said he never met such darned infernal stuff 
before. So interested was he that he procured a quantity of these black oats to take back with 
him, for trial purposes in the future, in constructing sieves to deal with them. 
 
The trials were witnessed with great interest by crowds of visitors from far and near, for such 
a collection of machinery was indeed worth seeing, and all passed off satisfactorily. The 
union officials were complimented by exhibitors and the Sydney and local press for the 
manner in which they conducted the trials, and Mr and Mrs. Worboys were warmly thanked 
for opening their home to the public. 
 
But great as the attraction of the trial of the machinery was, a greater achievement so far as 
Spring Grove was concerned, was inaugurated by the union, and that was the inauguration of 
the Great Western Flour Mill. This matter was first discussed at a meeting of the union held 
at Spring Grove on February 11th, 1882, and adjourned to the next meeting for consideration. 
At this meeting (March 29th, 1882) the president in the chair, it was moved by Mr. Thomas 
Goodman, seconded by Mr. T. Worboys, and carried:— "First, that a co-operative mill be 
established in the vicinity of Spring Grove; and secondly that that the following gentlemen 
shall form a provisional committee to carry out the proposal: Messrs A. T. Kerr, M.L.A. W. 
Clarke, M.L.A., T. S. Pearce, J.P. Geo. Hawke, J.P., Thos. Worboys, T. Goodman, C. 
Crowson, A. Montgomery, and W. M. Baker (Spring Terrace).The motion was supported by 
Messrs Webb and Gainsford. It was. moved by Mr. Gainsford seconded by Mr. W. Unwin, 
that the proposed flour mill be erected at Spring Grove. Mr. T. Worboys moved an 
amendment, and Mr, E. Reece seconded that the mill be erected at Spring Hill. The motion in 
its original form was carried. May a digression be permitted to point out how much alive the 
residents were to keep up the Spring Grove end. The Spring Hill people wished to have the 
mill there, where a good situation was available in the township, but thought it of more 
importance to attend to their work than to attend the meeting at Spring Grove. The voting 
power of Spring Hill was consequently represented by Messrs Worboys and Reece, who 
stood loyally for their side. When the decision in favor of Spring Grove became known the 
Spring Hillites were disappointed., and regretted the meeting had not been attended. It was 
amusing to hear the president being twitted at the meeting with having brought about the 
result, by rallying up Spring Grove to attend the meet to hear the remarks. This was how 
Spring Hill lost, and Spring Grove won the Great Western Flour Mill, which has boon a large 
contributing factor in building up the Millthorpe of to-day. 
 
To return to the subject. Following of about forty acres, was purchased, through which the 
Great Western Railway runs, and having a considerable frontage to the Forest road. Upon a 
portion of this land the mill now stands. 
 
  



THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF MILLTHORPE, By Old Chum from the “Leader” 1912 

Page 9 

It was considered that, to make a success of the mill, a siding should be laid into it from the 
railway line, thereby saving the expense of hauling. A repetition of the trouble in getting the 
station occurred with regard to getting this siding, and lengthy correspondence and delay 
resulted. Finally, it was found necessary that Messrs Hawke, Stabback and Pearce should 
journey to Sydney to interview the Commissioner for railways upon the: subject. This official 
was called upon on July 26, 1883, but was not sympathetic with the proposal, and by a letter 
of that date further detailed particulars were given him, with a guarantee that the cost of 
constructing the siding would be paid by the company and expedition was respectfully urged. 
In reply to this, and as a result of the deputation, a letter was received stating that the siding 
would be put in at once. This was a relief to those interested in the proposed mill, for up to 
that time active operation were suspended, awaiting the assurance from the department that a 
siding would be granted. This be in assured, the land purchased by the company was 
subdivided into town allotments, and a successful sale by public auction of most of the 
allotments eventuated. 
 
Tenders for the erection of the mill building followed immediately, and inquiries were set on 
foot to secure the latest up-to-date machinery. The foundation stone was laid by Mr. Geo. 
Hawke, on March 12th, 1884. A sumptuous banquet was provided by the directors, attended 
by some hundred and fifty guests, including commercial and other gentlemen with their 
wives, from Orange and the surrounding district. Mr. T. S. Pearce presided and briefly stated 
the history of the movement. Success to it the enterprising new company was heartily toasted. 
 
Mr. John Hale, of Orange, was the architect, in whoso hands the company felt good 
supervision would be given and their interests protected. The company was registered under 
the public corporation act, on the 7th October 1882, and upon tho Articles of Association, 
applying for registration of the company are, the names, T. S. Pearce, T. C. Worboys, A. 
Montgomery, W.S. Stabback, G. de V. Pilcher, Jno. Plumb, and C. Crowson. As the result of 
persistent determination and courage, Millthorpe can now boast of having established in the 
town one of the most successful business concerns in the State — the outcome of the Spring 
Hill and Spring Grove Farmers Union. 
 
In the year 1883, considerable excitement, with strong feeling, was caused by a proposal to 
change the name of Spring Grove, for the reason that so many names in the locality 
commencing with Spring, proved to be very confusing, and goods by rail, as well as letters 
were sent to the wrong places. A public meeting was called to consider the proposal, and to 
choose a name. At this meeting Mr. Pearce and others pointed out the inconvenience arising 
from tho similarity of so many names, and urged upon tho meeting the necessity for a change, 
mentioning cases which had come under their notice of serious inconveniences arising, and 
invited the suggestion of names from which one, agreeable to all parties, might be chosen. 
The change was warmly opposed by Messrs Webb, W. Hooper, H. G. Evans, W. Ezzy and 
others, and the meeting by a small majority declared against a change. On this being 
announced Mr. Pearce came forward and said he regretted the result of the vote, but he 
happened to know that a change of name would be made, and this being so, he desired 
residents to have a voice in the selection of a future name, and even now asked the meeting to 
help by suggesting one. 
 
This was warmly resented by the opposing side, who defied him to bring about a change. He 
replied that, hav proposing a name, he hoped he would not be blamed when one was adopted. 
The effect of the meeting was that Mr. Pearce received a number of letters from business 
men, and others, advocating a change, in consequence of so many mistakes being made 
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through the similar names in tho locality. With others who wrote on the subject, were: E. 
Webb and Co., Bathurst; W. Mugridgo, Bathurst; Nelson Bros. Orange; John Frape, Spring 
Grove; Thos. Goodman, Alex Montgomery, C. Crowson, and B. Oborn, Spring Grove. 
 
"Not wishing to trespass upon your space to publish all these letters, "Old Chum" asks the 
favor of the insertion of a copy of one of them, from Mr. Mugridge. that humorously, and 
practically explains the position, and also Mr. Pearce's letter to the Commissioner, when 
forwarding the letters, and pointing out that a change of name was required. 
 
The letter from Mr. Mugridge was as follows:—Bathurst, Sept. 26th 1883 Spring Grove, I do 
not know why your respectable little township should give up its pretty name, but I do know 
that such a lot of places in your neighborhood whose names begin with Spring are a nuisance 
to us businesspeople, as clerks get confused among so many Springs; with Spring Grove, 
Spring Hill, Spring Terrace, SpringSide, Spring Mount, Spring Field, and do not know how 
many other Springs. If you can succeed in getting your Spring away from all other Springs, 
and get some of the other Springs to spring into some other name, not beginning with a 
Spring, you shall have the best thanks of yours truly, William Mugridge. 
 
Spring Grove, November 26th 1883. To the Commissioner for Railways, Sydney. Sir. — I 
have the honor to bring under your notice that inconvenience is caused through the similarity 
in the names of the stations, Spring Hill and Spring Grove, which are adjoining stations. 
Frequent mistakes occur through goode and letters for residents of Spring Grove being 
addressed to Spring Hill, and those intended for Spring Hill being addressed to Spring Grove. 
The present is considered an opportune time to alter the name, because a township has been 
laid out here, and any name you may be pleased to give the station other than Spring Grove 
will be adopted for the township. I have therefore the honor to beg that you may be pleased 
to sanction a change of name for the station, and that I may be permitted to suggest the name 
of Millthorpe in lieu of Spring Grove. I beg to enclose a number of letters sent me by persons 
who have suffered through mistakes arising as I have already described, and I have the honor 
to beg till at you will favor me with a personal perusal of same. I have the honor to further 
beg, that should it be necessary to confirm my statement, or (those contained in the several 
letters, you may be pleased to refer matter for report to the station masters at Spring Hill and 
Spring Grove, who are in a better position to judge of the correctness of the statements made 
than myself or any of the writers. I have, etc., T. S. Pearce. 
 
The new name of Millthorpe, as suggested, met with the Commissioner's approval, and was 
adopted forthwith, When this became known, a meeting was called in opposition to the name 
of Millthorpe, and the name of “The Grove" was proposed instead. Much excitement and 
ruffled feeling was exhibited, and the chairman. Mr. T. C. Worboys, had difficulty in keeping 
order. Mr. Pearce had a lively time at this meeting for the action he had taken in bringing 
about the change. He replied that if the name of "The Grove" had been suggested at the 
previous meeting he would have submitted it, but he much preferred the name adopted. He 
hoped the meeting would now loyally accept the new name, and that any unfriendly feeling 
that may have arisen would be forgotten, and that they would all work harmoniously together 
to advance Millthorpe as they had for Spring Grove. The vote, of the meeting was in favour 
of Millthorpe which was finally accepted, and by this name the town and district is now so 
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widely known as one of the most prosperous in the State. ''Old Chum" hopes that those now 
living who opposed tho change have since seen the wisdom of the course that was taken. 
 
During the years 1878 and 1879 a vigorous agitation was started by the union to bring about 
a reduction of the charge on carriage of goods and produce, which, was considered excessive. 
On the motion of Mr. W. Clarke, M.L.A., a commission was appointed to enquire into the 
railway tariff, and the union strengthened Mr. Clarke's hands by holding public meetings 
through the district, advocating a reduction of the rates charged, and the following petition 
was sent round for signatures, and which, with a circular letter was addressed to each 
member of Parliament soliciting support to the petition:— 
"To the honorable Legislative Assembly of New South Wales.—The humble petition of the 
farmers of Orange and surrounding districts respectfuly showeth that your petitioners find 
themselves harassed in their calling by the high rates charged for produce sent by rail to 
Sydney." That in consequence your petititioners are precluded from competing in the 
metropolitan market on equal terms with, the produce brought by sea from other colonies, 
which is landed at a lower rate than the land-born produce of this colony can be. That a large 
number of empty trucks pass up to Sydney daily, which, if a lower charge than that specified 
in the sheet were made, might be used for the conveyance of produce, and prove a source of 
profit to the Railway Department and a convenience to your petitioners; that while various 
kinds of agricultural produce were selling in Sydney last year at fairly remunerative prices a 
large quantity in the producing districts, was rendered unsaleable because of the charge, per 
ton for conveyance to market would not leave a margin of profit, after deducting expenses 
incurred in growing: that your petitioners are of opinion that a uniform rate of 3/4d per ton 
per mile on produce sent by rail would meet their views and leave a profit to the department 
after deducting working expenses, wear and tear, etc; your petitioners would, therefore, pray 
that your honorable House would take in the above promises into your consideration, and 
afford such relief as to you shall seem meet; and your petitioners as in duty bound will ever 
pray, etc. 
 
Letter addresed to each M.L.A., Spring Hill and Spring Grove:— 
"Farmers' Union.-—To —, M.L.A.—July 26, 1881. Sir,—I have the honor to enclose for 
your perusal copy of petition prepared for presentation to the Legislative Assembly praying 
for a reduction in the rates of produce by rail, and would respectfully request that you will 
accord the movement your support. It is evident that, under present conditions, home 
producers are placed at great, disadvantage, and unless some concession is made agricultural 
pursuits must languish. It is not sought to induce class legislation, for we are convinced that 
if a reduction is effected it would return greater profits than at present, owing to the large 
amount, of traffic the facilities afforded would induce. Trusting to receive your support, I 
remain, in yours obediently, H. D. Melhuish, sec.” 
 
Mr. Clarke, M.L.A., moved the adjournment of the Assembly, which was then sitting to call 
attention to the matter, with the result that the restrictions complained of were withdrawn, 
and the delegates were allowed a free hand. On the following day evidence was given before 
the Commission at considerable length, and careful consideration of the proposals and 
complaints made were promised. As a result of the inquiry, the union had the satisfaction of 
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being informed that the rates charged for produce and goods as well as passenger fares, 
would be reduced. 
 
It is pleasing to note that while the settlers were engaged from early morn till late at night in 
forming their future homes, they were not too busy to give attention to the moral and social 
side of life. "Old Chum" may be pardoned for saying that he attributes to a large extent the 
prosperity of the farmers and the district, to this cause. The Sabbath was honored, and when 
opportunity offered to attend religious service, first in some humble home, kindly permitted 
for the purpose, and later in the churches. The selector with his wife and family might be 
seen side by side with his neighbor in reverent worship, acknowledging the Great Creator, 
from whom all their blessings were received. Soon after the old school building was handed 
over to the Council of Education, the members of the Church of England took steps to build a 
church. "Old Chum" remembers with pleasure the late esteemed Canon Thos. Smith, of 
Bathurst starting the movement by delivering one of his popular lectures in the old school 
room, when subscriptions were solicited, and a satisfactory response resulted. The erection of 
St. Mark's Church followed, and services were hold regularly by the clergyman residing at 
East Guyong and lay readers. The Wesleyan's held services at Mr. Robt. Hawke's residence, 
Fairfield, but the room soon became too cramped to accommodate the congregation, when a 
slab and lath building was put up at the corner of the Bathurst and Guyong roads. This served 
for some years, and the services were conducted by the ministers from Orange and local 
preachers. But with the progress of Millthorpe, the larger part of the congregation coming 
from that end, it was decided to build in the township, and the present church was erected on 
a site given by Mr. Jno. Evans. Later, the Baptist community followed with a neat little 
church, and following this was the erection of the more imposing Roman Catholic Church. 
 
The first store was the venture of Mr. W. J. Arkins, and then came Mr. H. Elkington, each in 
a very modest way, but sufficient to meet the wants of the place. It will be remembered that 
the latter, when no other means were available, would cart his goods from the station to his 
store in a wheelbarrow. This is mentioned to mark the development of the place. 
 
Imagine, if you can, a present day store proprietor pushing a barrow, laden with stores, from 
the station to his shop. Then followed Mr. M. Saunders, on a more extensive scale, who, by 
his enterprise and speculative spirit largely helped Millthorpe commercially. Then came 
larger and more up-to-date shops, with other business establishments, banks, bakers, 
butchers, shoemakers, stationers, chemists, wheelwrights, and blacksmiths and hotels. But 
some of these were in full swing before Mr. Saunders came. This brings the writer up to a 
date, the events of which your readers will be familiar with. But if "Old Chum" has not 
become tiresome, he wishes to conclude with a chapter of contrasts. 
 
At time period referred to in the beginning of this sketch, the nearest medical man was the 
late respected Dr. Machattie, of Bathurst, the father of Dr. Thos. Machattie, now in practice 
in that city. The doctor used to visit Cornish Settlement, Blackman's Swamp, and beyond 
when necessary, not in a motor car, but on horse back. Later, Dr. Pavell established himself 
at Frederick's Valley, where the old home is still standing, Just where the road to Byng 
branched off from the Bathurst road. Forgive "Old Chum" for lingering a moment to cast a 
few flowers of pleasant remembrance ,upon the memory of one so much esteemed. The 
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doctor was a true type of an English gentleman, manly, courteous, and chivalrous, qualities 
which would be appreciated if more common in the present day. Many a time, when a youth, 
has "Old .Chum" disturbed the doctor's peaceful slumbers, and with a ready response would 
he accompany him through the darkness on horseback, over miles of bush road, to the sick 
chamber. Mrs. Favell was a fine stamp of an Australian lady, generous and kind-hearted, the 
friend of all, and the enemy of none. 
 
The doctor was a warm politician, and took an active part on the side he favored. Just one 
incident occurs to "Old Chum." In the early sixties Sir James (then Mr. Martin), was a 
candidate for the Orange electorate, and was opposed by Mr. C. Cowper (who died recently) 
a son of the then Premier. Among the supporters of Sir James was the doctor, Mr. W. G. 
Lane, of Byng, and "Old Chum." One of the polling booths was at the late Mr. Ed. Taylor's 
hotel, at Pretty Plains and these three were told off by the committee to watch Sir James 
interests at this place. At the conclusion of the voting, each of the above, mounted on good, 
upstanding steeds, awaited the declaration of the poll, to convoy the result to Sir James at 
Orange. Having got the numbers, off we started, helter skelter, and the furious riding 
attracted attention at the homes that were passed, and the boys would run out and cheer. The 
good old doctor would respond with "Shout, you little varmints, shout; for Martin's in and 
Cowper's out." These lines, if not up to the standard of Shakespeare or Longfellow, and 
impromptu as they were, are at least expressive. 
 
The distance between the booth and Orange is about ten miles, and this was covered in about 
thirty-five minutes. Great was the disappointment when it was found that the doctor's couplet 
did not prove to be correct, for Sir James had lost the Orange seat. But to-day, Millthorpe 
enjoys the advantage of having the popular Dr. Cribb in practice, guarding the health of the 
residents of the town and district. 
 
Following the matter up, the union sent to Sydney three delegates, Messrs T. Worboys, T. 
Goodman, and T. S. Pearce, to give evidence before the commission, and they were joined 
by other delegates from several districts. On arrival in Sydney it was discovered that 
delegates would be restricted to evidence on freight only. Finding themselves hampered by 
restrictions re railway management also, which met them at every point, and precluded their 
giving evidence of any value, on account of the intimate connection between management 
and freight, it was resolved that, no evidence be given unless the restrictions were removed, 
and a letter signed by the delegates to that effect was handed to the commission. Delegates 
were asked by the commissioners to with draw this.  
 
The nearest church was the Wesleyan at Cornish Settlement, which was attended on special 
occasions, such as mission meetings, by persons from King's Plains and other distant parts, 
but now we have four churches representing as many denominations in the town. Happy 
people (or should be.) 
 
The nearest school was at Bathurst, and it was there that "Old Chum's'' ideas were taught to 
bud, while to-day we have the advantage of an up-to date public school embelishing the 
town, with all the advantages of a trained teaching staff, and free education. 
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The nearest post office was at Bathurst also, but later, offices were established at Orange and 
Guyong. The first post master at the former place was the; late Mr. .Jas. Dale, and at the 
hitter the late Mr. W. Rowe. Previous to this, mails for the west from Bathurst were carried 
on a pack horse and that for Guyong and district were left at. the old Guyong Hotel, and 
kindly taken charge of by the hotel-keeper until called for. The pack horse was followed by a 
two-wheeled coach drawn by two horses, and by which passengers travelled. Then came 
Cobb and Co's. four horse coaches, well equipped, with careful drivers, and who were as 
punctual as the mail train These modes of transit in alternate order were sufficient to carry all 
the western mails and passengers for years. To-day a commodious post office ornaments the 
town, and in place of a pack horse and coaches, it has become necessary to run no less than 
three mail trains from Sydney and three from the west, which pass daily through the town. 
Marvellous the progress during a short life time. 
 
Again, at Bathurst was the nearest court house, and the proceedings were presided over by a 
few dignified and conservative honorary magistrates. Now we have a temple of justice close 
to hand, with worthy Justices of the Peace to dispense justice right off the reel, and two 
guardians of the peace to protect property while the owners unconcernedly enjoy their 
slumbers. 
 
The Union Bank of Australia was the only bank in the west for many years, and this, too, was 
at Bathurst. Orders frequently upon some Sydney firm, were the cheques current in those 
days, and a blooming nuisance, it is said, they were to the persons who held them. To-day we 
enjoy the convenience of having two of these establishments in the town, presided over by 
genial and obliging managers, who smile as complaisantly at granting an advance as they do 
at receiving a deposit. Busines people, and others to-day cannot realise the advantage of 
these institutions over the long ago. 
 
Settlers used to get store supplies from Sydney once a year, by the waggons returning from 
taking down wool. It was quite a task to consider and make out a list of the year's 
requirements. But later, store goods were procured at Bathurst. Now we have well appointed 
shops in galore, where the public may be supplied with all they require, from a plough right 
up to ladies fashionable head gear, not forgetting the notorious long hatpin. We have a 
chemist's' shop, too, that would not be out of place in Sydney, where patients, after 
consulting Dr. Cribb can procure plysic to ensure convalescence and future good health; also 
butchers, bakers, shoemakers, and stationers shops, all of which proclaim the advance and 
prosperity of the district. 
 
Shows were unknown in those earlier days, while Millthorpe to-day can boast of a show 
ground of its own, with a president, Mr. T. Warburton, a worthy son of an original selector, 
backed up by a live committee, who make things hum at show time, and crowds of joyous 
people attending, all on pleasure bent. 
 
Here exhibits of modern machinery may be seen, side by side with the excellent products of 
the district. "Old Chum" thinks of the time when a boy, how he used to rebel at having 
occasionally to drive a team of six or eight bullocks, hooked to a wooden plough, even the 
mould board, which, after being cut into shape from a log, would be covered with thin iron 
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plating, and ploughing half an acre would be a good days work. Again at harvesting time, 
which followed shearing operations he would resent, after handling the clean, soft wool 
having to go into the hot harvest field to reap, when again half an acre would be a good day's 
work. How slow, and tiresome and back breaking it was. It makes him shrug his shoulders to 
think of it. But with the modern machinery, as exhibited at the shows, these operations are 
now a delight when compared with olden times. It is doubtful if there is a district in the State 
which can show such advanced agricultural machinery as that of Millthorpe. 
 
The mill, of which all have reason to be proud, has contributed largely to localise business, 
and has materially assisted in placing Millthorpe in its present enviable position. Not only 
does the mill, by its products, suply local convenience, but, more than that, its establishment 
created an additional competing market for the farmers products, at their doors. This should 
claim the hearty support of farmers throughout the district. The manufacture of flour, pollard 
and bran, with reliable business management, has given a wide reputation to the mill, to the 
town, and to the district. The first steam flour mill west of the mountains was erected at 
Bathurst by the late Mr. Thomas Mockett, the respected father of two of our esteemed town 
residents, Mrs. Thomas and Mrs Robt. Warburton. It was from this mill that the west was 
largely supplied. Later, Captain Raine put up a wind mill at the Valley, but it was not a 
success, and was later converted into a steam mill. Following this a steam mill was erected at 
Narrambla, near Orange, by Mr. Arthur Templar, and the flour supplies for the west was then 
drawn from these mills. "Old Chum" thinks of the time he used to watch the men on the 
station "bung the mill" as they used to call it, which meant that before they could have a 
meal, wheat must be ground by the steel mill turned by hand, for then the weekly allowance 
was handed out in wheat, and not in flour, as later. He remembers, too, the sweet damper this 
coarse flour would make and without libel on the Great Western Mill, he ventures the 
opinion that it was more wholesome than the bread made from the snow white flour, so 
fashionable at the present time. 
 
THE NAMING OP MILLTHORPE. 
The following letters relating to the naming of the town will be read with interest:— 
Many thanks, my dear Mr. Pearce, for your kind letter. Unfortunately, it came during school 
hours, when I was busy in class teaching and putting it in my pocket unopened, I forgot it 
until Saturday. This explains the delay in reply, which, you see, is merely accidental, arising 
from no discourtesy on my part. About the contents, I am not in need of any proof to 
convince me that Spring Grove is an unsuitable name both for the future township and the 
station, the latter in particular, so that I quite concur in the steps you are taking, and I can 
only hope that the choice made will be a good one, and give general satisfaction to the 
residents. I can quite believe that there are many, notably the older and more conservative 
inhabitants who see no good in the change, and we respect their scruples, while, at the same 
time we are not governed by them, but continue to do what is considered best for the general 
good. I made some remarks about choosing an appropriate name instead of pitchforking one 
on the district, but I had no idea of deciding the choice. Still I will send you a few so that I 
may feel that my part was not entirely that of an onlooker. I like some native names, but 
unfortunately, I don't know the meanings of many. "Woroonga” I should say little against, 
but 'Woroona” seems much softer. Montana, Garoona, Matara, Talooga, Foutania, are easy 
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foreign and native names similar ones being obtained by the score. Of names beginning with 
Mill, I know few that are pretty. There are Millthorpe and Millstow, both meaning mill town, 
and much prettier than that. Millstead and Millworth are second-rate. The termination 
Chester is a misnomer. Millby and Millbury are third-rate. Granby, Grantham, Granthorpe, 
Granstow, Granstead, Granton, Granbury and Granley exhaust all the available Grans. They 
all mean grain-town, except the latter which means grain-meadow, the “ley” being a clearing 
in a wood or grove. Clarendon, Stratton, Rigby, Rigley are all suitable by derivation, and the 
ly and ley may be changed into leigh, as Granleigh. I won't trouble you further, as names 
may be multiplied in definitely, Hoping the directors will be led to make a wide choice, I 
remain, etc., T. H. Richards 
 
All Saints College, Bathurst, Feb. 26th, 1884. Mr dear Mr. Pearce in reply to yours of 
yesterday, for some time I have been pleased to think that at no very distant date we should 
get a new name for our pretty place one that would be more distinctive in character and put 
an end forever to the many annoyances that are now being created by the mistakes of trades 
people and their clerics, who must necessarily be sometimes contused by the great number of 
Springs that occur in the names throughout our district Indeed this confusion is a source of 
such annoyance to some people that a Bathurst merchant of note made it his business to 
speak to me on the subject last year, and suggested that a meeting of the residence be called 
and an appeal made to the Railway Commissioners to alter the present name for one more 
suitable. And when I considered that, what this merchant said, others would gladly say, had 
they the opportunity, I felt glad when you took the matter in hand for careful consideration, 
and determined to give the matter my support. You will remember that I sent you a list of 
names in reply to a kind letter of yours, and although the ultimately decided upon is not my 
favorite, yet I consider it very appropriate and sufficiently distinctive to serve every purpose, 
while at the same time it cannot offend any person’s are or taste. If, at the public meeting, a 
better name is proposed I would not object to its use, although I fancy we shall do well to 
keep what has been chosen. What I want to see is a plain, easy name of one word and not 
more than two syllables (unless short ones) differing from all other names in this part of the 
colony at least, and without the inevitable Spring that disfigures so many names in the 
neighborhood, I have much pleasure in asking you to act for me as to the above, and if the 
meeting is agreeable, you may read this letter on Thursday on my behalf. With the hope that I 
am not asking too much of you in the matter, and that everything will go well and smoothly, 
I am, etc., T. H. Richards. 
 
Orange, 23rd February, 1884. My dear sir.—I duly received your note respecting .the petition 
which appeared in the "Advocate" recently, and saw Mr. Stabback on the subject. I also 
received a memo from Mr. Hawke, Authorising me to deny the statement objected to by us, 
and I wrote a letter to that paper denying same accordingly. Last evening at a banquet, in a 
short conversation I had with Mr Tuchett, we alluded of the change of name to Millthorpe, 
and I gleaned from his remarks that the change, which has been authorised, will meet with 
much opposition. The chief objection to the change is the peculiar name adopted. It might 
meet the objectors views if another name not having any allusian to the mill were adopted. 
Mr. Stabback desires me to say that he has arranged with Mr. Braybrook for the lunch, but 
that the latter wishes to have a weeks notice of the day fixed for that event. Mr. Stabback 
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wishes you would send a note to Mr. Braybrook giving him the notice asked for when the 
date is fixed Yours, etc., G. de V. Pilcher. 
 
Last, but not least, the only papers circulating in the west were the Sydney Morning Herald, 
and the Bathurst Free Press the latter being the local paper, of which the late Mr Farrand was 
proprietor and editor. But to-day residents enjoy reading "The Leader" which devotes a 
special column daily to Millthorpe. 
 
THE PAST AND THE PRESENT. 
And now "Old Chum" pauses to reflect on the view that rises before him, the past and the 
present comparatively speaking, but a few years ago the very spot of which he is writing was 
the home of the uncivilised black, the kangaroo and the native dingo, with the cattle chewing 
the cud in restful contentment, the wild horse roaming over the country enjoying the freedom 
of its nature- the grass up to the stirrup as the land was ridden over, and a 
white man would not be seen in a days journey. But now under the wand of the white man, 
the land is dotted over with smiling. Prosperous homes —the people enjoying all the 
advantages of modern civilisation — the fields of golden grain, and of the ever welcome 
potato, flourishing upon the land where the long grass used to grow. He thinks of the 
marvellous solid progress attained, and which can only be fully realised by those who have 
experienced the earlier conditions of life in the colony. This is but an additional instance of 
indomitable enterprise and grit inherent in the British race. May her supremacy ever 
continue. 
 
The tale is ended with all its imperfections many incidents of interest have no doubt been 
omitted — lost sight of — many omissions of the names of persons taking a worthy part in 
building up Millthorpe; but consideration is pleaded on account of the lapse of time. "Old 
Chum" now begs to take leave of your readers, particularly the old residents, of whom he has 
deep feelings of kindly remembrance, of the long, long ago. He hopes that he may have 
contributed something of interest to those of your readers who have possessed sufficient 
patience to follow his ramblings. Inclosing, he heartily wishes one and all continued 
prosperity and contentment, in the various occupations in which they are engaged, in the 
town and district. 


