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The President Writes 
Joan and I recently returned from a trip around 
this great country of ours travelling through every 
mainland state and the Northern Territory. During 
that time we visited a number of museums, in fact 
Joan said she was almost ‘Museumed Out’ by the 
time  we got home! Our favourites were in Esperance 
W.A., Melrose in S.A., and the Wadlata Outback Centre in the 
Port Augusta Visitors Centre. Of particular interest to us was their use of 
different audio visual systems, as we are considering how is the best and easiest 
way to update our 12 different TV screens and operating systems. Most of the ones 
we saw work on either a press button, or motion sensor, so that the visual display 
only operates when selected. They work on one central control switch, not like ours 
that operate all the time, and each has to be individually started up and closed 
down each day, which is a complicated and time consuming operation for our 
volunteers.  

As Millthorpe will be celebrating one hundred and fifty years since 
its foundation, next year, I am hoping to do a series of 

articles on the importance of the agricultural 
industries in the development of the 
Millthorpe District and surrounding area. 
These may include haymaking and chaff, 

the Flour Mill, potato production, dairy and 
butter production, even the plague rabbit. 

Peter Whiley 

President 
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A hard and stony heritage 
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In the early nineteenth century when the first settlers arrived in the Millthorpe area, large and good 
quality timber was readily available and so the first houses reflected their environment. Areas such as 
Forest Reefs or Tallwood were named for their plentiful supply of timber but this soon changed. In 
the mid to late nineteenth century, with the discovery of underground gold, it became obvious that to 
keep the water out of the mines, large pumps were needed. The cheapest source of energy was timber 
and so intensive clearing for agriculture along with 
deforestation to keep the pumps operating quickly denuded the 
land. 

As the earlier timber huts needed replacing people looked 
elsewhere for building materials and so pise, iron and stone 
began to be used. The basalt stone around the Millthorpe 
area extruded from Mt Canobolas is a fine, dense and high 
quality building material. Its very nature made it perfect for 
building with little absorption and hence no rising damp and 
as they say, “rock solid”. You had only to dig into a hillside and there it 
was - free! 

Well not quite. Bluestone, as we know it, is very hard to work especially with nineteenth century 
tools. It was expensive, back breaking to quarry, hard to move and harder still to work into desirable 
shapes. In fact the earlier stone buildings were just stone rubble mortared together. It was in the 
twentieth century that blocks became uniform in shape. 

From 1850 until early 1920 several stonemasons lived in the 
Millthorpe area and their back breaking work left behind a 
legacy of public buildings, street drainage works, private homes 
and foundations. Their efforts should not go without note as our 
community is all the more handsome for their efforts. 

 



 

 

  

What on earth are these? Are they gruesome medical 
operating tools, kitchen implements to remove olives 
from skinny jars or even elaborate bag needles? In 
actual fact they are an indispensible tool for the 
Victorian and Edwardian ladies’ bedroom. The 
larger ones were used for pulling and tightening up 
the buttons on laced boots and the smaller ones for a 
similar function or ladies’ buttoned gloves. Aren’t 
fashions strange and we haven’t even mentioned 
whalebone corsets  tightened up around ladies’ poor 
midriffs? I imagine our grandchildren will laugh at 
tattoos, tongue rings and stiletto heels! 

Membership dues 
A reminder that membership subscriptions are due after 1 July and that at the 2015 AGM it was 
decided that the fee is now $20. 
All cheques should be made payable to the Millthorpe & District Historical Society or you can use 
direct debit into our account. 
Account Name – M&DHS    Account Number – 832042457  BSN –082461   Reference – Your surname 
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Calling All Members 
	  
Our	  need	  for	  members	  to	  volunteer	  for	  a	  Roster	  Duty	  at	  the	  museum	  on	  either	  
weekends	  or	  during	  school	  holidays	  is	  growing.	  Each	  shift	  is	  only	  half	  a	  day	  
between	  10am	  and	  4pm.	  
It	  is	  a	  great	  way	  to	  meet	  other	  members	  and	  spend	  some	  time	  getting	  to	  know	  
the	  collection.	  
Every	  member	  who	  is	  new	  to	  Roster	  Duty	  will	  be	  supported	  by	  a	  member	  who	  
has	  experience.	  
Please	  contact	  the	  museum	  or	  directly	  let	  Sharon	  Tilston	  on	  0427231264	  or	  Judy	  
Hill	  on	  63663186	  know	  that	  you	  can	  assist.	  
Any	  time	  that	  you	  have	  to	  help	  out	  will	  be	  greatly	  appreciated. 


