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Save the Date! 

Memory Bank 
Quarterly Newsletter of the Millthorpe & District Historical Society 

The President Writes 

2014 is a milestone for the Historical 
Society as it is 50 years since its 
establishment. 

On Saturday, the 20th November  
1965 the official opening of the 
museum was carried out by Mr 
Charles Cutler then Deputy Premier 
of New South Wales. The plaque 
celebrating the opening is still 
mounted just inside our front door. 

From Millthorpe’s decline to its 
resurgence our museum has 
remained the town’s flagship. 

The visitors and residents of our 
town and district are proud of our 
museum. This is due to our 
supporters and their continuing 
protection of our heritage. 

Peter Whiley 

 

 

From The Editor 

Hi - my name is John Willing. I have been a member of the 
Millthorpe and District Historical Society off and on over the past 33 

years as long as I have lived in the district. I restored the old Bank of 
NSW, was a Principal of local schools including Millthorpe, am 

President of the Millthorpe School Of Arts and serve on the Uralba 
Hospital Board. I live in an old stone farm house at Beneree. I am 

passionate about history and am now retired. I have volunteered to 
revive ‘Memory Bank’. Your thoughts and input into its content are 

critical. Please contact me through the Museum if you have ideas. 

Christmas get-together 

19th December 

Millthorpe Munch & Meander 
8th February 

Billy Tea, damper and 
Devonshire teas. 10.00 - 4.00 

at the museum. Look out for 

the working blacksmiths 

shop 

S U M M E R  2 0 1 3  

Members and special guests are 
invited to a Christmas barbeque to 

view and discuss future options 
for funding and building the 

Trevor Pascoe Pavilion. 
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Shine a light on a member 
An occasional feature about our many members and their passion 

for history and the Millthorpe community 

Joyce and Geoff Pascoe 

The Pascoe family have had a long history of involvement with 
the Millthorpe Historical Society. As Joyce recently said, 
“history grows on you as you get older”.  Both Joyce and Geoff  
believe in a practical approach to conserving our history. 

Then and Now 

The old shop at Forest Reefs, actually the village of Roseberry is now owned by Fiona Austin and 
is called Elizabeth Farm. Fiona recently opened her garden in the Millthorpe Garden Ramble. The older 
photo taken in the early 1900s shows the residence and store. The area was known as The Forest, 
Roseberry, or Beneree at the time of the Robertson Land Act in 1860.  The area was a gold mining field 
with alluvial gold being found in the 1860s-1870s. A post office was opened in 1870 as the mail was 
collected from Cadia, Carcoar, Springside, Lucknow or Orange.  In 1901 the Post Office Directory listed a 
population of 500 in and around with a butcher shop, blacksmith shop, baker, school, two hotels and three 
stores. By 1974 the Post Office had closed and in 1990 the school also closed. The only remaining public 
buildings in the village now generally called Forest Reefs are the Forest Reefs Tavern and one church. 

Geoff’s family settled in the Millthorpe district in 1876 whilst Joyce as one of the Kingham family can 
trace her forebears back to early 1862. 

Joyce joined the Millthorpe Historical Society in 1990 and with an interest in country cooking and crafts 
soon became a mainstay of the Jacoba Craft Cottage and committee where she still works. Joyce 
maintains an interest in local affairs and in the day to day management of the museum. Joyce and Geoff 
can be found serving their time in all manner of duties. 

Geoff ‘s particular skills in farming and maintaining all manner of machinery is reflected in his love of the 
Museum of Rural Technology. In fact many of the exhibits came from Pascoe and Kingham farms. 

When asked what they both saw as the most interesting thing in the museum Geoff of course said the 
machinery whilst Joyce mentioned the wonderful and growing collection of photos. 

Both Geoff and Joyce see the need to attract new visitors and members by making the displays vibrant and 
fresh. As Joyce says ‘ none of us will be here forever and it is our duty to pass on the collections to our 
descendants.’ 
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The Trevor Pascoe 
Pavilion  

2

been busy preparing plans to build the new 
exhibition building to be known as the Trevor 
Pascoe Pavilion. This will be positioned between 
the Spring Grove Pavilion and the Museum of 
Rural Technology along the western boundary. 
This building will provide us with a large 
exhibition space as well as much needed 
administration and storage area.  
We will also have a section for travelling 
exhibitions. A storeroom will be built on the end 
of the Spring Grove Pavilion to utilise some 
wasted space in the corner of the block. The Pea 
Viner will be repositioned behind the Craft 
Cottage and will be under cover in new shelter.  
This is a major undertaking for the Museum and 
we will need more financial support. We have 
been successful in obtaining some Government 
funding and generous donations, but will need 
more help to complete the project. On December 
19, we will host a barbecue to display our plans 
and will invite interested parties and members of 
the public to come to the Museum to inspect the 
future development. 
Once finished, the Museum buildings will be 
linked with covered walkways and paths and will 
complete the development to the complex. It will 
be a great asset for the Millthorpe & District 
Historical Society and to Millthorpe. 

Membership 
Membership dues are now overdue. If you have not renewed 
your membership you are not covered for Public Liability 
Insurance! 
We have 179 current members registered though not all are 
financial. This year we have issued membership cards with 
your name printed on them. Please check if you have one 
and if not sure you can contact Rosemarie Amos on 
63663152, pay at the museum or to PO Box 27 Millthorpe. 

1

Golden Memories Museum Millthorpe has 
undertaken an exciting new project in memory of 
our esteemed past president, Trevor Pascoe, in the 
form of a new exhibition pavilion. 
This project was first mooted a number of years 
ago and Trevor was eager to see that the need and 
desire for a new space for our ever growing 
collections was done with due consideration to 
the integrity of our beautiful site. To that end 
Trevor initiated and achieved a Master Plan for 
our complex that was completed just before his 
untimely death in July 2012. Thus it is a project 
close to the hearts of our membership that this 
new exhibition building be constructed as soon as 
possible as a tribute to the tireless efforts Trevor 
made over the decades of involvement he had 
with our museum.  
During the past year, Museum members have 
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Recent Acquisitions 

From onions to potatoes 

Dusting off one of the latest acquisitions to 
our museum collection is Peter Whiley. 
President Peter is proudly displaying a 
blacksmith’s bellows, made by Alldays and 
Onions in Birmingham England around 
1880. It was donated by Ross Buesnel 
whose uncle Tom Buesnel, used it when he 
was an apprentice to Bill Horton at the age 
of 13, in 1890. Bill operated a blacksmith’s 
shop in Park Street just down the road 
from the Bank of NSW. 
Tom went on to operate a blacksmith 
business in Orange, and the museum has a 
full collection of horse shoes made by 
Tom, located in the Pioneers Gallery. 
The blacksmith played a very important 
role in the town in the 1800s and early 
1900s. Machinery was not nearly as 
sophisticated in those days, so if a plough, 
or cart, or wagon, broke down, or needed 
a new steel tyre, the blacksmith could 
usually fix it, as well as shoeing horses. 
 

Discovered in a loft 

Recently donated is a parchment map of 
Millthorpe, hand lettered in the late nineteenth 
century. It shows the owners of the blocks of 
land and was originally owned by the long 
gone Bank of Commerce. It was discovered in 
an old stables and is a wonderful research 
document. 

There were three blacksmiths in 
Millthorpe, the other two being 
Alphonso Wenban, a little further 
along Park Street about where the 
present railway bridge is now and 
Ted Murphy opposite where Mill 
Green is today. Ted and his father 
employed up to 30 men, shoeing up 
to 200 draught horses a week, and 
many other blacksmithing tasks. 
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Outgoing President’s Report 2013 

 As joint President of the Millthorpe and 
District Historical Society, I would like to 
present the following report for the past year. 
Peter Whiley and I were elected jointly to 
carry out the responsibilities of the President, 
which has worked quite well. Together we 
have worked with the members to keep the 
Museum functioning efficiently. 
We have had a very successful year with 
many activities and two major events, being 
the Hands on Day and Frost Fest. 
Visitations: This year we have had a record 
number of 3,974 paying visitors through the 
museum. This includes 494 school students 
(9 schools), 8 tour groups (242). On top of 
this we had over 80 members attending the 
Hands on Day as well as free admission for 
all the children who attended the day. 
Members: This year we have welcomed 21 
new members, which is very encouraging. 
Sadly we have lost, Enid Smith, Ian 
Livermore, Kelvin Marriott, Leo Marriott 
and Joan Carty. Membership now stands at 
179. 
Events: In February we held a most 
successful “Hands on Day” which was very 
well attended. The weather was kind, and 
our visitors enjoyed seeing lots of working 
machinery, children’s activities, 
demonstrations with old typewriters, butter 
making, a miniature steam engine and horse! 
It was a great day and many thanks to all 
members who helped, especially the catering 
team that were stretched to the limit. It was a 
wonderful community event for the museum 
which created valuable and positive publicity 
for us. In August we were invited to be 
involved with Frost Fest which was a Taste 
Orange event. The Mill Café provided and 
sold tasty pies and cakes, while the 
Blacksmith Shop was fired up and created 
great interest over the weekend. Thanks to 
our 2 Blacksmith members George and 
Shane who were kept busy all day. 

Committees: Many thanks to all members 
who are on the various working Committees 
within the Museum.  “Many hands make 
light work” as the saying goes and we are 
grateful for everyone’s involvement. We 
have two new Committees this year, one 
being the Education Committee which has 
improved the experience for school children 
when visiting the Museum. We also 
appreciate the efforts of the newly formed 
Hen’s Shed group who keep the inside of the 
complex looking tidy and clean, together 
with keeping the weeds under control in the 
gardens. 
Grants: This year we have been successful 
in obtaining a Grant from the NSW State 
Government’s Community Partnership 
program for $30,000. This is for stage 1 of 
the Trevor Pascoe Pavilion and we are 
grateful to Paul Toole for his consideration. 
Cadia Mine has also donated $10,000 to the 
project and the Blayney Council has given 
us $3000 through their Financial Assistance 
Program. Thanks to Rosemarie & Jacki for 
the hours of work that it had taken them in 
applying for these grants. Unfortunately we 
were unsuccessful with 2 other grants which 
had been applied for.  
 



 

http://www.millthorpemuseum.com 

 

Trevor Pascoe Pavilion: After engaging Anthony Dantith to complete plans and 
documentation for the construction of the building, we have submitted a development 
application to Blayney Shire Council. This has been a long process and thanks go to Kelvin 
Smith, the Project Manager who has had many sleepless nights worrying about it! We are 
confident that construction will start in the ensuing months. Further funding will be required 
to complete this project. 
Training: During the year members Elaine Kaldy, Jacki Irvine, Rosemarie Amos and Hayley 
Lavers have attended various workshops and training days. These included Mosaic Training, 
Oral History, 2 Significance Workshops, Collection Management and an Access to Funding.  
Most of these sessions have been subsidised by grants through Museum and Galleries and 
some have been organised by the Central Tablelands Chapter. All sessions have been 
worthwhile for the participants and they have gained valuable experience and knowledge for 
the Museum. 
Web Site: We are grateful to Hayley who has expertly set up our website, 
millthorpemuseum.com, so now we are on the World Wide Web for the entire world to see. 
Thank you to Hayley for the time, effort and research that you have put into this task, we are 
now looking very professional in this era of computer technology. 
Social Dinner: Once again we enjoyed a social dinner at the Old Mill Café in July which was 
well attended. Kelvin Smith received Life Membership and appreciation certificates were 
presented to Jacki Irvine, Rosemarie Amos and Hayley Lavers for their tremendous input to 
the administration of the Museum. Joan & Peter tested our local knowledge with a quiz, with 
Stephen Pascoe being the winner on the night. 
Finally,” thank you” to you all for your dedication and time that you have contributed to the 
running of this Museum. I’m sure Trevor would be proud. We are a great team and I know 
that we can move forward with every confidence for the future. 
 
Peter Amos 


